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SPEECH 
OF THE "i 


HONORABLE 
NAT HANAEL FIEN.N ES,| 


(ſecond Son tothe right Honourable 


FR: 

the Lord Sar) im anſwer 
to the Third Speech ofthe Lord 
GEORGE DIGBY. 


Concerning Bisxoes and the Cit-| 
ty of Londons Peticion; both which were made 


the 9th of Feb.164o. in the honoura- © 
ble Houſe of CoMMONS. 


[Tn which is plainly cleared the ſeyerall obje&ti-| 
ons, that are made againſt the Londoners Peti-| 
tion, and alſo the great and tranſcendentevills | 


of Epiſcopal Government aredemon- —& |: 
ſtrated and plainly laid open. "of 
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SPEECH 


THE HONOURABLE 
NATHANAEL FIENNES, 


In the Houſe of Commons the 
g®. of February. 1640. 


| Mr, S peaker, 
wh Vo things have fallen into debatethis 


© 1990). day. 

a9 193% The firſt, concerning the Londoners 
d (S&H Pctitiog, wherher it ſhould be commitr- 
9 75 ted Or no. 

"The other, concerning the Government of the 
Church, by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, &c. whether it 
ſhould be countenanced or no. - 

For the firſt, I doe not underſtand by any thing 
that I have yet heard , why the Londoners Petition 
ſhould not be committed, or countenanced. 

The exceptions that are a wp again(t it, are _ 

2 t 


N" 


(2). 

the irregularities of the delivery of it, andfromthe 
Subje& matter contained in it, | 

. For the firſt , it is alledged that the long taile of 
this blazing ſtarre, is ominous, and that ſuch a num- 
ber of Petitioners, and ſuch 2 number that brought 
the Petition to the Houſe , was trregular, hereun- 
to 1 anſwer. that the fault was either in the mult1- 
tude ofthe Petitioners or in their carriages, and de» 
meanours : if a multitude finde themſelves agrieved, 
why it ſhould bee a faulc in them to expreſle their 
grievances more than in one, or a few, I cannot fee; 
nay, tome it ſeemes rather a reaſon that rheir Petiti- 
ons ſhould be committed,and taken into ſerious con- 
ſideration, for thereby they may receive farisfacti- 
on, though all be not granted that they defire. But 
if wee ſhall throw their Petition behinde rhe doore, 
and refuſe to conſider it, that ir may feeme ana of 
will in us. And whether an a& of will in us, may 
not produce an 2ﬀ of will in the people,l leave it to 
your coulideration, Sure Lam, as of will, are more 
dangerous there then here}, becauſe uſually they 
are more tumultuous. All Lawes are made, princt- 
pally for the quiet and peace of a Kingdome ; and a 
Law may bee of futh indifferent nature many times , 
that it is a good reaſon to alter it, onely, becauſe a 
great number defires it, if there were nothing elſe 
in at, and therefore I doe nor fee that the number 
of Petitioners is any good reaſon, why it ſhould not 
be committed, but rather thecontrary. _ 


Now for their carriage, therecame indeed , three . 


or foure hundred of the x 5900, ſome of the better 
fort of them, and theremight be good reaſon for it, 


(3) 

I have heard that there was brought a Petition te 
ſome Privie Counſellours, with a thouſand hands 
to it, and being brought only 'with' ſix men, they 
were anlwered,' that they fix might write rhoſe 
thouſand hands ; if there were a thouſand rhat joy- 
ned inthe Petition, why did they not come too ? 
And we heard it objeQed but the other day, in this 
Houfe againſt the' Miniſters Petition, that there 
were indeed ſeven or eight hundred names to it, 
but two hands only. Therefore it was not with- 
| out cauſe, that a conſiderable number ſhould come 
with a Petition figned by ſo many, but for any diſ- 

order in their carriage, I ſaw none; for upon an in- 
| timation in one word from this Houſe, they forth- 
| with retired to their dwellings. As for the ſubje& 
| matter of. the Petition, three exceptions are taken 
js 6 againſt jt; | | : 

Firſt, that divers things are contemptible in it, 
as that about Ovid de Amore, ſer forrh in Engliſh, 
and other ſuch things. 

Secondly, that in many things their diſcourſe 
was altogether irratzonall, for thatthey argue from 
BE perſonall faults of Biſhops againſt the office it ſelfe 
of Biſhops, and in other things argue from effe&s 
that proceed from it by accident, as if they did flie 
| out of it. UT. 2/0 | 

And in the laſt place, that their prayer and con- 
clufton is bold and preſumptuous, deſiring fo boldly 


, 


| an abolition of ſtanding lawes. 

"I , To the firſt I anſwer, that ſome things.may ſeeme 
| contemptible in themſelves, which are not ſo in 
: their cauſes, nor in _ effe&s, as the -* 

| 2 | OL 


(4) 
of ſuch laſcivious Pamphlets to bee printed, and 
publiſhed, when other profitable writings: are ſup- 
prefled, doth diſcover a principle, that Iooſeneſle 
and prophanefle (which will help to bring in ſuper- 
ſirion ) is more ſutable to their hierarchy than the 
contrary, which makes them connive at ſuch things 
as are apt to produce looſenefle and lewdnefle, and 
this is no contemprtible effe&, nor doth it proceed 
 froma conternptible cauſe, 

In the next place, for that which ſeemes irratio- 
nall.in the way of their diſcovery, divers things 
may ſeeme to bee perfonall faults, which indeed 
are derived unto the perſons from the office or from 
the circumſtances thereof, I meane their revenues, 
and dignities,on the one ſide, and the ceremonies 
on the other {1de.For moſt of the things complained 
ofas ſilencing, and thruſting out of godly and paine- 


full Preachers, bringing 4n Innovations in doArine, 


and worſhip, and the like; although they may ſeeme 
perſonall and accidentall faults, yet if wee follow 
them to their laſt reſort, wee ſhall finde, that their 
worldly wealth and digaities ſtirre them up to doe 
this, that their ſole and arbitrary power over the 
Clergy, and in matter Ecclefiafticall, enable them 
to effe& it, and the ceremonies both new and old, 
' ſerve as inſtruments, and meanes, whereby they 
effc& it. 

In the laſt place, that their prayer inthe concluſi- 
on of their Petition, is bold or preſumptuous, I do 


not ſee there is any reaſon ſo to eſteeme of it: for 


if they had taken upon them to have altered any 
thing upon their owne authority, or had imperiouſly 
3." equine 
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required the Parlzament to doe it, then it might 
deſerve ſuch a ſtile ; but when they come as humble 
ſuppliants, by way of Petition, deſiring thealtering 


of lawes, that have beene found burdenſome unto 


them, and that of the Parliament, where, and where- 
in only old lawes may bee repealed, and new lawes 
may be made, they come in the right manner, to 
their right and proper place, and therefore have 
done nothing boldly, or preſumpruouſly, but or- 
derly, and regularly, and therefore ought not to 
receive any check or diſcouragement, in the way 
that they have taken. 

Now Sir, concerning the Government of the 
Church, by Archbiſhops, Biſhops &c. which alſo 
hath beene ſpoken unto; whereas it is deſired that 
the evills, and inconveniences ſhould bee ſhewed 
which ariſe not from the perſons, but: from the 
office it ſelfe of Biſhops, I ſhall apply my diſcourſe 
particularly to that point.. But firſt, 1 ſhall crave 
leave to ſay a wordortwo, in anſwer' to what hath 
beene altedged for the credit of the Government 
by Biſhops. Firſt , that it isas ancient as Chriſtian 
Religion, and that' it hath:continued ever {ince the 
time of Chriſt and his Apoitles ; as for this, I doe 
not pretend to have ſo. much knowledge in antiqui- 
tie, as tO confute this out of the Fathers-and Ecclefi- 
aſticall Hiſtories (although there are that undertake 
that ) onely one ſentence I have often heard cited 
out of Saint Jerome, that inthe Primitive times, 
Omnia communi Clericorum Concilio regebantur : and 
truly {o farre as the Ads of the Apoſtles, and the 
New Teſtament goeth, which was. the ancien- 

teſt. 


(6) 

teſt; and moſt primitive time of Chriſtianity ;, 1 
could never. finde there any -diſtin&ion betweene 4a 
Biſhop and a Presbyrer, but that they were one and 
the very ſame thing. In the next place, that which is 
alledged for the credit.of Epiſcopacy, is, that our Re- 
_ formers and «Martyrs were many of them Biſhops , 
and practized many of thoſe things nowcomplained 
of, and that in other reformed Churches where Bi- 
ſhops are not, they are-defired, For the Martyrs 
and Reformers of the Church that were Biſhops , I 
doe not underſtand that that was any part of their 
| Reformation, nor of their martyrdome ; I have read 
that whereas Ridley and Hooper had ſome difference 
between them in their. life time about theſe things, 
whentheycame both to their martyxdome, hcethat 
bad formerly been the Patronof this Hierarchie and 
Ceremonies, told his Brother , that therein his foo- 
liſhnefſe had contended with his wiſdome. As for 
that which is ſaid, that other Reformed Chutches 
where they have not Biſhops, yet they are deſired, 
I will not deny but ſome among them may deſire 
Biſhopricks, I meane the Dignities ;and Revenues 
of Biſhops, but that they deſire Biſhops, as thinking 
_ 4t the fitreft, and beſt Government of the Church, L' 
cannot beleeve, for if rhey would have Biſhops, 
why doe they not make themſelves Biſhops? I know 
not what ;hindreth , why they might not have Bij- 
ſhops when they would, In the laſt place, for thar 
which isalledged in relation to the Goverament of 
this Kingdome that Biſhops are ſo neceſflary , as thar 
the King cannot well letthem poe with the ſafetie of 
Monarchy,and that if Biſhops be taken away A 
Weds lies 
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blies, or ſomething muſt come in the roome thereof. 
And ifKings ſhould be ſubje& thereunto, and ſhould 
happ«<n to bee excommunicated thereby, that after 
they would belittle eſteemed, or obeyed as Kings ; 
for this if it ſhall bee cleared, as it is affirmed, that 
the removall of the Government by Biſhops, or of 
any thing therein do any thing ſtrike at Monarchie, 
I ſhall never give my vote , nor conſent thereunts as 
long as T live. Bur to cleare that this is not ſo,l offer - 
to your conſideration , that by the law of this land, 
not onely all Ecclefiaſticall JuriſdiRion, but alſo all 
ſuperiority, and preheminence over the Ecclefiafti- 
call ſtate, is annexed to the Imperiall Crown of this 
Realme and may bee pranted by Commiſſion un- 
der the great ſcale, to fuch perſons as his Majeſty 
ſhall rhink meet : now, if the King ſhould grant 
it unto a certaine number of Commiſſioners, equalt 
in authority, as hee may doe, this wete ah abolicion 
of Epiſcopacie, and yet not diminution of Monar- 
chy ; but the truth is, Epiſcopacie is a kinde of Mo- 
narchie under a Monarchje, and is therein altoge- 
ther unlike the civill Governmenit under his*Maje- 
ſtie : for the King being a common? head over? the 
Ecclefiaſticall ſtate and the Civill, ve ſhall inde thit - 
inthe exerciſe of Civill Jurifdition, in all Courts 
under his Majeſtic, it is Ariftocratical , and: placed 
in many, and not in one; as appeateth it-ehigbieh 
Court of Parliament , in the :inferiour Counts of 
Weſftminſter-Hall,and inthe Sizes,and Sefſionsin the 
Countrey, which are held by many Commiſfioners/, 
and not onely by one, or his deputies, abd®Cominil- 
faries, av'itis in the exerciſe of EccltHaftieM'G9- 

oo B vernment 


(8) 
FoOvernment. AS tO the point of | Ex ommunication 5 
ſuppoſing that it cid diflolve naturalland civill bonds 
of duty,” as irdoth not, it might. indeed bee as terri- 
ble toPrinces, as it is repreſented. But I reaſon 
thus;either Princes are ſubject to Excommunication, 
or they are not : if they be not , then they needas 
little to fearea Presbyteric, or an Aſſembly, as a Bij- 
ſhop in thatreſpe& ; if tney bee , they have as much 


to feare from-Biſhops, at leaſtwiſe from Biſhops in 


- their Convocations, as from Presbyters in their AC. 
ſemblies, and ſo much the more, becauſe they have 
formerly. felt the thundeibolts of thoſe: of that 
ſtampe , but never {rom this latter, fort. And now 
Sir, L;proceed to repreſent unto youthe evills, and 
inconveniences that doe proceed from the Govern- 
ment and Ceremonies of the Church , and truly in 
my opinion; the chicſe and principall_c2uſe of all 
the evills which wee have ſuffered, ſince the refor- 
mation ia this Church and State, hath proceeded 
from that diviſion. which ſounhappily hath ſprung 
up amongſt us, about Church Government, and the 
Cetemoniesgf the Church, and from which part in 

thar-diviſion,/1.beleeve,-it will appeare _— par- 
 ticulars;I know well theres a great diviſion,and that 
upon greater matters , between us and the Papiſts, 


20d I am not-jgnorant thar there: have: been great 


and'{ore breaches made upon ourciyjll liberties, and 
the rightof qur proprietics. <R 4:09 274; 44 

- Bur yer Riill 1 returne, to my former poſition, thar 
the cbiefe and moſt. adive cauſe hath proceeded 


from the; Gavernment: and | Ceremonicy .of the 
Ebunck; and that rhaſe other cauſes. have either fal- 


len. 


G) 


| ſen into it, and ſo acted by it, or iſhed ont of it, and 
ſo aQed from it. As for Popery, I conceivethat to 


have beene a cauſe that hath fallen into'this, and 
ated by it, forat the reformation it received ſuch 
a deadly wound-by ſo many ſharp lawes enaRted 2- 
gainſt it, that had it not beene enlivened by this di- 
viſion amongſtus, it could neyer have had influence 
upon our Church and State to have troubled them, 
as this day we feele : bur finding that'in this diviſion 
amongſt us, one partie had need of ſome of their 
principalls to matnta'ne their Hierarchie, together | 
with their worldly pomp and ceremonies , which 
are appurtenances thercunto ; from hence they 
rſt" conceived a ground of hope, and afterwards 


found meanes of ſuccefſe, towards the introducing 


2gaine of their ſuperſtition and idolatry into rhis 
Realme : and they wrought fo diligently uporr this 


4 % 


foundation, that they 'have advanced their baikding 
very farre, and how neere they were to fet up the 
Roofe, I leave it to your conſideration.” As for the 
evills which wee bave ſuffercd in our civill libetty, 
and the right of our proprictics, I corceive they 
have'proceeded out of rhis.and ſqaRed from it;- for 


if there had beene no breaches of Parlraments, there 


would have beene no need to have bad recourſe un- 
to thoſe broken ciſternes that can hold no water ; 
but there being a Appage of 2 Sgereary ſu 

plies, that wasan occafion of letting i vpon ts (ch 


an invndation of monopolies! and 'other 't1162all 
raxes, and impoſitions, accompanied with mary 
ther heavy and fore breaches of or liberties; Now 
there 'riceded not to have beetie any breaches of 
Þ B 2 Parliaments, 


(10) 
Parliaments, had there not beene ſomething diſliked 
in them, and what was that? it could not be any of 
theſe civill matters that bred the firſt difference, for 
they/have proceeded out of it, therefore I conceive 
it was this : The Prelates with their adherents (the 
Papiſts alſo concurring with them for their inte- 
reſt) did alwayes look upon Parliaments with an 
evill eye, as no friend to their offices and funQions, 
at leaſtwiſe to their benefices and dignities, 'and 
therefore ( ſome of rhem having alwayes had the 
grace to bee too neere to the Princes eares ) they 
havealwayes endeavoured to breedadiſ-affeRion in 
Kings from Parliaments, as the Prefle and Pulpit doe 
abundantly witneſſe , and ballads too, made: by 
fome of them, upon the breaches of Parliaments, 
But we have a freſh and bleeding inſtance of this. in 
the confirmation in bis Majeſties name, which they 
procured to bee prefixed, before their new book of 
Canons, wherein they:have endeavoured to: make 
this impreſſion upon his Majeſtiesroyall mind, that 
the authors and fomentors of the jealoulies. in re- 
ſpe& of the newrites and ceremonyes lately intro- 
duced into the Church, whigh we call .inrovati; 
ons, did ſtrike at his royall, Perſon, as if hee, were 
perverted in his religion, and did worfhip God in a 
ſuperſtitious way, and intended to bring in. ſome 


innovation in matter of Religion. Now Sir, whoare | 


the authors of thoſe jealouſies? did they not gome as 
complaints in the petitions from the bodies.of ſe- 
verall Counties the, laſt Parl;ament, and from mare 
this preſent Parliament * and who were the fomer» 
tors of thoſe jcaloufies 2, did pot the generall ſenſe 


of 


pr 


(11) 
of the laſt Parliament concurre in it, that they were 
innovations, and that they were ſuſpitious. as intro- 
duQory to ſuperſtition? nay, I appeale to all thoſe 
| that heare me, which are drawne from all,parts of 
the Kingdome, whether this bee not the generall 
ſenſe of the greateſt and moſt conſiderable part of 
the whole Kingdome > I beſeech you then to con- 
ſider what kinde offices rheſe men have done be- 
tweene the King and the Parizamezt, betweene the. 
\ King and the Kingdome, I ſpeak of the greateſt and 
moſt conſiderable part, asgiving denomination to 
the whole. And now Sir, as wee have caſt our eye 
backward, if wee will look forwards, how doe 
the clouds thicken upon us, and what diſtraStions, 
yea what dangers doe they threaten us withall ? 
proceeding (till from the ſame root of Church-Go- 
vernment and ceremonies : and truly as things now 
ſtand, I ſee but two wayes, the one of deſtruction, 
the other of fatisfation ; deſtruction I meane of the 
oppoſite party to the Biſhops and the ceremonies, 
and reducing of all to Canonicall obedience, by 
faire meanes or by foule, :: this way, bath beene al-. 
ready tried, and what effe& it hath brought forth in 
our neighbour Kingdome, we well know,'and It is 
liketo produce no very good effet inthis Kingdome, 
if mens ſcruples and reaſons 1n that behalfe ſhall be 
only anſwered with, priſons, and pilloties, and: hard 
cenſures, that I may ſpeak moſt ſoftly ofthem. 1 
hold therefore, that the ether way of ſatisfaRtion 
15 the ſafeſt, the eaſieſt, and the only way. And that 
35 tO take into conſideration, the ſeverall heads of 
__ thecvulls, which are cauſes of theſe complaints, and 
B 3 CY 
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to finde ouraffd apply the proper remedies thereun- 
to. For the furtherance whereof, I ſhall make bold 
with your patience (which I am very unwilling to 
tife, bur muſt tire my own conſcience, tf | ſhould not 
diſcharge jt upon thisoccaſion) torepreſent 2 brieſe 
model of the ſeverall heads and ſprings, from whence 
theevils which are cauſes of theſe complaints, doe 
naturally or occaſionally ariſe. The evils complai- 
ned of, doe either ariſe from perſons,or from things; 
thoſe faults that are perſonall are beſides the point 
that I intend to ſpeak to, 'there is one onely remedy 
for them, that is,by puniſhment andremovall of ſuch 
perſons, and the putting of better intheir roome. As 
ſor thoſe evils whichproceed from things, they alfo 
are remedied by a removall of ſuch rhiogs as are evill, 
and the putting of better in their roome ;the evils and 
inconveniences of this kindedo principally flow, ei- 
ther from the Clergies offices and funRions, or from 
their benefices and dignities; thoſe that arife from 
their offices and functions , doe atiſe naturally et- 
| ther from the lawes and conſtitutions whereby 
and according unto whicly they exercife their of- 
fices and funCtiqns,or from the Government it ſelfe, 
wherein they exerciſe thoſe funftions. The faults 
that I note in the Eccleſiafticall Lawes are, thatthey 
hold too much of the Civill Law, and too much of 
the Ceremoniall Law : of the Civill Law, in reſpe&t 
of all thoſe titles concerning wills, 'and fegacies, 
tithes, marriages, adulteries , which all belonging 
ro the Civill juriſdiction , and areno moreof ſpiri- 
tuall conſideration, than rapes, thefts, felonies, or 
rreaſons 'may bee. Sir, it is good that evety bird 
ſhould have his owne feather, and .I gs 

| wRen 
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when one Came to our Saviour Chriſt, to deſire bim 
that hee wou/d cauſe bis Brother to druiae the inheritance 
with him, he asked him , who made him 4 judge of ſuch 
things : and may not wee aske., who made them that 
take themſelves to bee ſucceſlours of Chriſt and his. 
Apoſtles, Judges of ſuch things? Many inconvenien- 
ces ariſe from hence ; firſt, that the mindes of Cler- 
giemen , are inured unto civill Dominion, and to | 
med9dle with civill matters. Secondly, the: manner 
of their proccedings,is turned from a ſpirituall way 

intothe faſhion of Proceſſes in I emporall Courts. 

And laſtly, which is worſt of all, by this meanes the 
Spirituall ſword comes to be unſheathed about ſach 

things as doe not at all fall under the ſtroak there- 
of, Manyare excommunicated for Pigges, Apples, 

and Nuts, and ſuch like things, But the other fau'r 
which 1 noted in the Eccleliaſticall Lawes, and con- 
ſtitutions), pincheth us more, which is, that they 
hold roo much of the Ceremoniall Law. And here 
Mr. Speaker, give me lcaveto lament the condition 

of rhis our Church of Ezgland, beyond that of all 0- 
ther reſormed Churches, A certain number of Cere- 
monies inthe judgement of ſome men unlawtull and 
to bee rejected of all Churches, tothe jadecment of 
all other reformed Churches tobe refeRed by them, 
and in the judgement of our ovn Churches, but in- 
different Ceremonics : and yet what difference 4 yea, 
what diſtractions have theſe indifferent Ceremonics 
raiſed amongſt us?. Vhat hath deprived us of ſo 
many faithfull, able,and godly. Miniſters, ſince the 
Reformation, as able and as- fit in all other 
reſpe&ts to difcharge that funaion, 2s any age 
ever produced in the Chriſtian World fince the 
tline 
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rime ofthe Apoſtles, I fay what hath deprived us 
of them, bur theſe indifferent Ceremonies ? what 
hath deprived us of ſo many thouſand Chriſtians 
which deſired (and in all othcr reſpe&s deſerved } 
to hold communion with us, I ſay what hath de- 
prived us of them, and ſcattered them into [ know 
not what places and cornersofthe world , but theſe 
indifferent Ceremonies VVhat hath cauſed fo ma- 
ny hardcenſures, and harder executions , but theſe 
indifferent Ceremonies? What hath eccaſioned 
thoſe calamities , and dangers, which we feele, and 
which wee feare , but thoſe indifferent Ceremonies ? 
I ſhall ay no more of them, but I pray God that now 
at lergth it may pleaſe his Majeſtie with this his 
great Councell of Parlizment,to take a view of them, 
and if there be a neccſfitie to retaine them, let them 
bee retained ; bur if not, then let us remove them, 
before they ruine us. As tothe evils and inconve- 
niences that ariſe out of the Government it ſelfe , 
I ſhould have noted ſomething amiſle, as well inthe 
legislative part, as in the executive part, but in the 
former 1 am prevented, by what hath beene alrea- 
dy voted concerning the power of making Can- 
nons : which votes if they bee brought to perfeCti- 
on, they will ſet us right in great part, 1n that re- 
ſpe; for ſurely, before the power was neither in 
the hands of ſuch as were repreſentative of that 
which is truly the Church of Ezglazd, nor yetin 
the hands of thoſe that were truly repreſentative 
of the Clergie of Exgland, if they were the whole 
Church, as indeed they are not. As to the executive 
part, which conſiſteth in the exerciſe of Ecclefiaſti- 
BT - 3: 


(15) | 
call Juriſdi&tion, therein I note alſo two diſorders, 
Confuſion, and Corruption; Confuſion of the Spt- 
rituall fyord with the Temporall; lay-men ftrike 
with the Spirituall ſword, and Spirituall men with 
the Tempora!l fword : nay, out of the fame mouth, 
and at the ſame time proceedeth ay excommunica- 
tion, and a fine, or commitment, or both : I will 
not ſay politively, that it is unlawfull for Clergie- 
men to exerciſe civill Jurifdi&tion. becauſe I know 
it is2 queſtion, but yet ſuch a queſtion as hath beene 
determined by divers Canons of generall Coun- 
cells, and by fome that were made in Syrods of the 
Church of Erglarnd, that it is unlawfull, and that 
upon grounds which are noi contempriable. 

As firſt, that -it is contrary to the precept and 
practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And ſecondly, 
that it is not poſlible for one man to diſcharge two 
fun&ions, whereof either is ſufficientto imploy the 
whole man, eſpecially that of the Miniſtery ſo 
. great, that they ought not to entangle themſelves 

with the affaires of this world, A third ground not 
ſo well obſerved generally, as in one part thereof, 
is this, that Miniſters of the Gofpell, being ſent 
eſpecially to gaine the ſoules of men, they are to 
gaine as great intereſt as poſſible may be, in their 
mind's and affe&tions : now wee know that the na- 
ture of all men is ſuch, that they are apt to think 
hardly of thoſe rhat are any authors of their paine 
and puniſhment, although it be in a way of juſtice, 
and therefore as it is well knowne, that Clergy:men 
are not to be preſent 72 judicio ſangurrrs, fo the ſame 
reaſon extends it ſelfe to the adminiſtration of all 
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(16) 
civill juriſdi&ion , and therefore wee may obſerve 
that our Saviour Chriſt, as he alwayes rejeRed all ci- 
vill jadicature, fo on the other fide, hee went up 
and downe healing mens bodies, and otherwiſe do- 
ing good to their outward eſtate , thar his doArine 
might have a freer, and fairer prſlage into. their 
ſoules, For the corruption that I ſpoke of in the 
excrciſe of Eccleſiaſticall juriſdiction, I do not mean 
any perſonall corruption, but a deviation, or aber- 
ration from the preſcript of the divine rule, and 
though it bce not eaſte to finde what that 1s in all 
particulars, yet it is not hard to ſay, what-it is not, 
and that I doubt may prove our caſe in divers 
things, Ecclefiafticall juri{di&tion we know, exten- 
deth either to the Clergy only, and confiſteth in 
the Ordination, Admiſſion, Suſpenfion, and Depri- 
vation of them, or elſe it extendeth to the whole 
Church, and conſiſtcth in excommunication and 
abſolution. As to the Ordination, Admiſſion, Suf- 
_ penſion, and Deprivation of Miniſters, we ſee how 
it is wholly at the pleafure of one man, and that of 
One man proceeding in a manner arbitrarily, and 
that of one man whoſe intereſt is concerned 1N it, 
that the doore ſhonld be ſhut againſt able and pain- 
full preaching. Minitters, and a wide doore ſet open 


to ſuch as. are. unable, and unfit for that funRion.: 


many and great and dangerous evills ariſe from 
bence. As firſt, that there is a conſtant farre and 
fewd betweene the Eccleſiafticall State and the 
Civill, betweene Prelates and Parliaments, be- 
' tweene the Canon law and the Common law, be- 
tweene the Clergy and the Commoneyealth, ati- 


fing 


2 —_— — 


ee EE IIS _ 


—_— 


(177 

ſing from the diſproportion , and diffimilitude 
which is between the«Civill and Eccleſtaſticall Go- 
vernment , however it may ſeeme to ſome to agree 
well enough, bur the truth is, if wee conſider his 
Majefty fas the Common-head over the Ecclefiafti- 
call State, as well as the Civill, wee fhall finde thar 
in the exerciſe of all Civill jurisdi&ion,in all Courts 
under his Majeſty, the power is not in any one, or 
his Deputies and Commiſlaries, as it is in the Ec- 
clefiaſticall Government, in the ſeverall Dioceſſes 
throughout this Kingdome : if wee look firſt upon 
the higheſt and greateſt Court, the high Court of 
Park:ament , wee know that is a Councell and a great 
Councell too. In like manner in the inf-riour Counts 
of Weſtminfter-Hall, there are many Judges in the 
point of law, and more in matterof fa&, wherein 
every man is judged by twelve of equal] condition 
unto him, I meane the Juries, which are Judges of 
the fact, both in cauſes Civill and Criminall': and if 
wee look into the Country, wee ſhall findethe Sef- 
ſions and Aﬀizes, and other Courts held not by any 
one, but by divers Commiſſioners. And in ſhorr, 
in the Civil Government,every man from the grea- 
teſt to the leaſt; hath ſome ſhare in the Goverment 
according to the Proportion of his Intereſt in the 
Common-wealth , but in the Government of the 
Church,all is in the hands of one man, in the ſeverall 
Dioceſſes, or of his Chancellours, or Commaiſlaries , 
and hee exatts Canonicall obedience, to his Pon- 
ticall commands . with a totall excluſion of thoſe 
that notwithſtanding have as much ſhare 1n the 
Church, and couſequently as much Intereſt in the 

C--2 Govern- 
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zovernment of it, as they bave in that of the Com- 
mor-wealth. (Sir) untill the Eccleſiaſticall govern- 


ment be framed ſomething of another twiſt, and be. 


more aſſimilated unto that of the Commorn-wealth, 
I feare the Eccleſiaſticall governement will bee no 
200d retghbour unto the Civill, bur will be till a 
caſting in of its leaven into it, to'reduce that alfo to 
a ſole, abſolute, and arbitrary way of proceeding : 
And herein (Sir) I do not beleeve, that I utter Pro- 
pheſies, but what we have already found, and felt. 

A Second, and that a great evill, and of dange- 
rous couſequence, in this fole and arbitrary power 
of Biſhops over their Clergy, is this, that they have 
by that meanes, a power to place, and diſplace the 
whole Clergy of their Dioceſfle at their pleaſure: 
and this is ſuch a power, as for my part, I had rather 
they had the like power over the Eſtate, and perſons 
of all within their Dioceſle ; for if I hold the one, 
but at the will and pleaſure of one man, (I meane 
the Miniftery under which I muſt live ) I can: have 
out little, orat leaſt no certaine joy nor comfort in 
the other. But this is not all, for if they have ſuch 
4 power to movid the Clergy of their Dioceſles, ac- 
cording to thcir pleaſure, we know what an Influ- 
ence they may have by them upon the people, and 
that in a ſhort rime they may bring them to ſuch 
ner, and ſo mould them alſo to their owne 


wills, as that they may bring in what Religion they 
- pleaſe: nay, having put out our eyes, as the Phrliftins. 


did Sampſon, they may afterwards make us grinde, 
and reduce us unto what ſlavery they pleaſe, either 


unto themſelves, as formerly they have done, or un- 
a tO, 


S——. EE —_ — 
p 


(19) 
to others, as ſome of them lately have beene for- 
ward enough to doe. Now whether it be ſafe to 
walk upon Stilts on. the rop of the pinacles of the 
Temple, upon ſo. high precipreces, as are the mat- 
ters of Religion and confcience ( which may have - 
alſo a dangerous Influence upon our civill liberties) 
I leave it to your conſideration: for my part, I ſhould 
- notthink it ſafe, that ſuch a power ſhould be in any 
one man, though you ſuppoſe him to bea very good 
man, | | 
A third evill, and that of dangerous conſequence, 
is that the doore is ſhut againſt able and painefull 
Preaching Miniſters, and a wide doore ſet open un- 
to thoſe that are unable, and unfit for that function, 
and the Biſhops intereſt is concerned 1n it, that ut 
ſhould be ſo. Intereſt of honour, Intereſt of profic, 
and Intereſt of power, Intereſt of credit ; for they 
ſce that thoſe painefull Preachers carry away all 
the credit from them, and they neither can norwill 
doe the like themſelves: they cannot by reaſon they 
are fo intangled with the aftaires of this world, and 
civil Jurifdiaion ; they will not, their great Dignt- 
ties and honours make thera ſo ſtately, that they 
raink 1t is not Epiſcopall to preach often; and on 
the other fide, they are ſo far, and live ſo much at 
their caſe, that through idlnefle they cannor bring 
their minds unto ir, and ſo firſt ariſethenvy againſt 
thoſe that doe take paines, and thence after ſpring- 
eth perfecution. In the next place, their Intereſt 
is cancerned in matter of profit: for they ſuppoſe, 
that if the credit of their Daz fall to the ground, 
their gaine will after ceaſe,and that the people will 
Cz think 
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think much that ome men ſhould take all the paines, 
and other goe away with all the Profit, 

_ Laſtly, their Intereſt is concerned in it, tn 
point of power , for they finde that neither ſuch 
Preaching Minifters , nor vheir Auditours, are ſo pli- 
able to yee!d blind Canonicall obedience , as others 
are: and fo it concernes them 1n point of power to 
ſtop their mouthes. And now it muſt needes follow 
by the rule of contraries, that it muſt bee for their 
profit , honour, and power , to ſet open a doore to 
{idle and unfit Miniſters. But there are two particu- 
fars which I will note wherein it concernes them 
in their profits, to ſet the doore very wide open , 
where there is no ſuſpition of refraorineſle, Firſt, 


we know Biſhops have many times Livings in Com- 


mendum and pluralities : but there is hardly any, 
but they have Impropriations , whereof they are to 
ſee the Cure diſcharged, and therefore it is for their 
profit, that there may be good ſtore of cheape Cu- 
rates, which cannot bee very fit and able men : and 
with ſuch ordinarily , they furniſh the Cures of ſuch 
places, whereof they have the Impropriations. (Sir) 
In the next place wee know , that orders are not gi- 
ven, but in a manner ſold, fornot onely the Biſhop, 
and his Regiſter , but alſo his Uther , his Chamber- 
laine, his Butler, and Porter, and alwoſt all his me- 
niall Servants muſt have their fees, before the poore 
Clerk with bis Box full of Orders , can paſſe the 
Porters Lodge. I heare much of the legall Simo- 


ny , which confiſteth in the buying and ſelling of _ 


Benefices , but whether thisdoth not approach nea- 
rer to the Evangelicall Simony, which couſifteth 
in 


MY 
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in the buying and ſelling of the gifrs of the holy 
Ghoſt; 1 offer it to your confideration. Now (Sir) 
for Excommunication and Abfolution, all ſeemes 
to be out of point, for Excommunicationis neither 
inright hands, nor exerciſed upon right grounds and 
matters, nor in a right forme and manner, nor 
right ends, and then it is no marvell if it have 
not right cffes. (Sir) we know our Saviour hath 
lodged it in the Church ( for ſo runs the: precept ) 
dic eccleſis: now (Sir) that one man ſhould bee a 
Church, ſounds ſtrangely in my eares. In the. 
next place ( | beſeech you Sir) conſider about what 
their Spirituall Sword- is exercifed, about things 
no way lying under the ſtroke thereof ; A man 
ſhall be excommunicated for a Pig, or for an Apple, 
and ſuch like things : Iheard oncea Gentleman of 


| the civill Law, anſwer hereunto in this Houſe, that 


the Excommunication: was not for vhe thing,:but 
for the contempr, and the lefle the thing was, that 
was commanded, the greater was the contempt : If 
this were ſo, ſure the greater is the cruelty, ro lay 
command upon ſo ſmall a matter, that draweth aft- 
ter it ſo deep a cenſure, as to' caſt z man-dawne into 
Hell. Suppoſe a Magiſtrate ſhould command ſome 
triviall matter, ſome | ceremony or other, under 
paine of Treaſon, and ſhould proceed againſt the 


 Infringers of his command as Traytours, it were 


much to be doubted, whether.the command did not 
partake more of cruelty; than the diſobedience of 
contempt ; for when authority ſhall ſo far looſe. is 
ſelfe,as to lay fo great a weight npon ſo ſmall a mat- 
ter, it rendreth it (elfe. contemptible, and then. it i< 


(22) 
no marvell { I had almoſt ſaid ) it isno fault, if itbe 
contemned, having made it. ſelfe contemprible. 
Then Sar; for tis Stede of proceedingyit is no whit 
ſpirnua}i-there 4s no'fafting ahd prayer, no ſeeking 
toreclazime: the finner; bur rather it 1s after the fa- 
ſhion of a ſummary Proceſle in a civill Court, nay 
Str, it is accompanied ſometimes with an intimat1- 
on. that'no man' ſhall buy, or {ell-with the perſon 
excommunicared; nor' ſer him a-work; nor dot ary 
civilf 6rnxthrall offices unto him. As wee had a 
complaint brought in this Parliament, of aSon that 
was excommunicated only for repeating a Sermon 
ro:bis father, being' an excommunicate perfon. 
Now Sir,; for the ends for which this-cenſure is ex- 
ecuted , they are ordinarily to ferch in fees; or at 
the beſt to bring men under Canonicall obedi- 
ence, which is the Ordinaries will and pleafure, and 
L have ſometimes ſeene a Miniſter pronounce an ex- 


communication, which hee held in one hand; andy 


preſently after the abſolution, which hee held in 
theother, ſo the end of the excommunicarion was 
the abſolution, and the end of that was fees: ( Sir ) 
forthe honour of God, for the honour of our nati- 
onall Church, and for the honour of the Chriſtian 
Religion, let the high and great cenſure of the 
Church no longer lackey aficr fees, let not Chriſti- 
ans any longer be caft ro Sathan, in the name of 7e- 
jus 'Chrift, forthe non-payment of agroat. And now 
Sir,we may imagine what cffeAs are like to followup- 
on ſuch-premiſes, the great and dreadfull cenfure of 
excommunication is Tidy made contemptible, 
and were it not fot the civil reſtraints, and penal- 

ties 
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ties that follow bpon it, no man would purchaſe an 
abſolution, though he might have it for a halfe-pen- 

ny. And I have. heard of ſome'that. have, thanked 
| , the Ordinaries for abatir.g, or remitting the; fees of 
| the Courts: but I never heard of any that thanked 
tkem, for reclayming their ſoules to repentance, 
by their excommunications ; (Sir) for abſolutipn, it 
[ is relative to excommunication,! and /ſo Rouge of 
| the ſame diſeaſes: only one thing I ſhall particu- 
| larly cote concerning abſolution,. (Sir) it is called 


 commuration, of penaiite, bur indeed it is a de- 

ſtvRion of | the ordinarce, making,/1t void and of 
Et none ef, and ſurely God 'never ſet bis Miniſters 
to ſell indulgences in his Church.. The oath that is 

to precede abſolution;de parendo jurteccleſie9 fian- 

do, 5c. hath already beene ſufficiettly ſpoken-unto, 

in the debate)-about the Canons, and-therefore 

5 there will bee no necd of ſpeaking iniore-t2,;that. 
%, Now Sir, I am come tomy laſt head, wherein Iſhall 

bee very briefe, and:that. is. concerning the-cvills. 
that ariſe'out of tbe benefices ard:dignities of tbe; 

Clergy, the common cauſe being from the inequa>: 
lity of the diſtribution of them, much: reſembling: 
a diſeaſe very ordinary at this time amongſtchil- 

dren, which they call the rickets, wherein the'inou-: 

riſhment- goeth- all to.the upper parts, which: are. 
over-great and monſtrous, and the lower parts pive:! 

away : and ſo-it'1$ in the Clergy: fome/are {6 

poore that they. cannot} attend: their Miniſtery, 

© but are faipe to keep Schooles, nay ;; Ale-boules 
ſome of them; and ſome others-are ſa ftately, they, 

will not attend: their Moy : <p oo 

| them 
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eſpectlly: ptoteeded;; fromthe (exceffive wortd! 
Sy pl'y ipnities of one iparriof the Clergy, 4 
192408] ſuch 35 eitherar io pofſeſſioborin hopes of 
Biſhopricks,fortheſe great places of'profit and ho- 
— beene the baits:of ambition, and 
theffthey Vecamethe apples 'of contention, and laſt 
6fa;"the: ſeeds of ſuperfticion, the onebeing a ſtep 
and dJegyer wito rhe Other, and all-of them leading 
in theend'to the cortuption, (thar'T may nor ſay ſub- 
verfion? of onr Relivion- Sir, they are firſt the baits 
of atibition, 4 1:know-nor bywwhat: ſecrer cauſe, 
but-experience-ſheverb us,/thar'wben: Clergy men 
have oce-tafled the fiveet 'of wortdly wealth and 
hohours, they ure more eager and ambirious after 
ther than 4hy;ocher ſort of men; herevpon other 
tr gr rhar 1ve-more-according- to'the 
implicity of#te Goſpel, and the example of Cbrif 
and his Apoflles, cannot burbears witneſſe” againſt 
their wordly pions dignitics, andfo the fire: 
of codntion! breakerb>forth; - Arid truly! ( Sir ) 
_ the ſtate oÞFrho'Clepy is'very like'co fire, which 
whil'$c kecps/in. the 'cliinmey;/it-is of excellent 
uſe to warme thoſe rhat approach unto (ir, but if ic 
onee'break tour! mts the houſe, :and: ger upon the 
houſe-rop; it fery altion fire. So whilſt the Clergy 
keep! themftives: within':the' pilpir; they are” of 
oreatuſets Rtirreuprficxtaleanddevorionof Chri- 


that at 
length 


\ | | 
length they ſet all onfire, and what is trthat maketh 
the-fire to break out of the chimney, but too:much 
fuell: if there be but a moderate/propartionof fuel, 
þ - the fire keeps it ſelfe within, irs dounds, bur iEyon 

| heap fagot wy fagot., a' whole cart-load x7 0y 
ther, then it breakerh/ ont : (ſo Sir): if chere'bee 2 
competent maintenance for the Miniſtery, they will 
keep themſelves; withia their bolunds, - but if livieg 
be heaped. ,upon living, and' temporalities-added 
Þ to ſpiritualities, the flame will ſoone: breakout, 
| and fet the houſe on fire. (Sir ) Idoe notenviethe. 
wealth or greatneſſe of the Clergybut I amvery eon- 
fident if thoſe were leſle,, they would be better.,''and 
doe more ſervice to Chriff and his Church, and Lam 
very cleare in mine owne heart, that the livings of 
the Clergie being more equally diſtributed, the ſer- 
vice of God would bee fo farre from receiving any 
prejudice, that it would bee much: advanced, and 
withall a good proportion of; revenue/might return 
agaive unto the Crowne , from whence at' was-fir(t 
derived. (Sir) Biſhopricks , Deanaries,'and Chapi- 
ters, are. like to great waſters ina wood; theymake 
no proofe themſelves, - they. cumver 'the'proutid | 
whereon they.ſtand, andwith their great armes and 
boughes ſtretched forth on every de, : partly by 
their ſhade and partly; by ' their ſowre droppings 
they hinder all the. young: wood under them 
from growing and thriving: :'To ſpeak iplaine En- 
liſh, theſe Biſhops,Deanes, and Chapiters, doe' lit- 
tle good themſelves by preaching orotherwiſe, and 
if they were felled, a great deale of good timber 
might be cutout ofthem, mY theuſes ofthe Church 
3 and 
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and Kingdome 2tthistime. A freſh ftoole of three 
or. foure able Miniſters might fpring up in their 
ſead, to very good putpoſe' in thoſe great Townes, 
which are ordinarily the Seats of thoſe:Epiſcopal , 
and Collegiate Chutches-, and rhe'private congre- 
gations-ot divers Parochiall Churches might thrive 
and grow better, ' which now have the Sun of Gods 
Word', Imeane'the cleare and ſpirituall preaching 
thereot kepr from them, and live'in the dangerous 
ſhade 'of ignorance, by'reafon that all the meanes 
is taken from them, and appropriated unto Biſhops, 
or to Dearrics , and; Chapiters, and'other ſuch like 
Collegiate Churches: Beſides, ſuch'as doe beginto 
grow and ftart-up through” the voluntary paines of 
{ome amongſt them, 'or by ſuch-preaching as they 
themſelves bave procured by their voluntary contri- 
butions , ſhould not ſtill bee dropped on as they 
are, fromitbe-armes and appendances of thoſe great 
waſters ; and :kepr down continually! by their bicter 
perſecutions. That which remaines now, 15 to ſbew 
how theſe great revenues anddignities, become the 


ſeeds of ſuperſticion,! and that isthis. The Clergy 
in the-maintenance-of their greatnefſe ;, which her 
are neither willing-to forgoe; nor yet 'well able'to' 
maintkine upon'the* principles of the reformed Re- 
ligion, finding; that the Popith principles,” whereon 
the Biſhop of Romebyilt his greatnefſe, toſuire well 
unto theitends, that maketh-them'to ſide with thar 
party; and that muſt needs bring' in ſuperttition :. 
. and as ambition allureth''0n the 'one fide, fo the 
principles theygoe by, draw. them on fatthet'; and 
far;her , ard; -happily: A 'Jefigrh” 'Garcher then 'they' 


them- 
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themſelves at firſt intended. Whether a reconciliati- 
on with Rome, were imagined or no by ſome, [| leave 
It to everyone to judge wichin himſelfe : bur ſure T 
am, if an accomodation could have been made in 
ſome faſhion or other, wirh the Church of Rome, 
the Clergy might againe be capable of forraine pre- 


ferments, and Card:nals Caps , and this is to ſmall 


temptation. Now Sir, Iamatan end: ofiely I ſhall 
draw out three concluſions , which 1 conceive may 
clearcly be colleRed out of what! have ſaid: Firſt, 


that civill juriſdiction. in the perſonsof Clergy-men, 


together with their great ievenuts, and high places 
of dignity,' is'one' great cauſs of the evills: which 
wee ſufter in matter of Religion. Secondly, thatthe 
ſole and arbitrary power 'of Biſhops in the ordat- 
ning and depriving of Miniſters', and 1n excommu- 
nication, and atfolution. is another great cauſe of 
the evills we ſuffer in matter of Religion, Thirdly , 
the ſtri&t urging of Subſcription, and Conformity 
tothe Ceremonies, and Canons of the Church is 
another great cauſe of Evill, which wee ſuffer in 
matter of Religion. 

Andnow my bumble motion is , that wee ſhould 
take a picce Only of this ſub 5 ps our confiderati- 
0a, bur thewhole matter , and that not only that part 
of the Miniſters remonſtance, which hath been read, 
ſhould bee referred unto the Committee which you 
are about to name, but Loxdozs petition alſo , and 
all other petitions of the like nature, ſo ſoone as 
chey ſhall be reade in the houſe, and thatthe Com- 
mittee may colle out ofchem all, ſuch heads as are 
fir for the confideration o this houſe, and ſurely 
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that is fit tobe conſidered , that happily will notbec 
thought firto be altered: confideration isone thing, 
and alteration another : where there is a mixture 
of bad and good rogether,the hole muſ} be confide- 
red that wee may know how to ſever the £90d from 
the bad , and retaine the one, andreje the other, 
which-is all that I defire. | And if any thing have 
fallen from. mee more inconſuderate (as in' fo long a 
diſcourſe many things may bave done) I humbly 
crave the pardon of the houſe, proteſting that I have 
ſpoken nothing but with a minde , which is ready 
to ſacrifice the body it dwelleth in, ts the 

peace and ſafety of his Majeſties King- 
domes,and the ſafety and hononr © 
- his Majeſty in the Govern- 
ment of them. 


